


1.  Shared Responsibility 
2.  Accurate Economics  
3.  Balances a Triple Bottom-Line 
4.  Cornerstone of Climate Action Plans 
5.  Emphasis on Precycling 
6.  Design for Diversion 
7.  High Diversion 
8.  Highest and Best Use 
9.  Preference for Environmentally Preferable Products 
10.   Instilled Zero Waste Awareness and Education 



CU-BOULDER EMBARKS 
ON AMBITIOUS PLAN TO 
REDUCE WASTE AND 
GREENHOUSE GAS 
EMISSIONS 

http://ecenter.colorado.edu/energy/stopwaste/ 
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Soft Drink Vending Contracts 
And 

Recycling: 

Toolkit for Change 

Prepared by the 

College and University Recycling Council 

A Technical Council of the National Recycling 
Coalition 

http://www.nrc-recycle.org/curcprojects 





 Triple Bottom-Line 

People 

Profit Planet 



Cornerstone of Climate Action Plans 

http://www.epa.gov/climatechange 
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KEY FINDINGS: 
• A zero waste approach is one of the fastest, cheapest, and most effective strategies we 
can use to protect the climate and the environment.  

• Wasting directly impacts climate change because it is directly linked to global resource 
extraction, transportation, processing, and manufacturing. When we minimize waste, we can 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions in sectors that together represent 36.7% of all U.S. 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Landfills are the largest source of anthropogenic methane emissions in the U.S., and the 
impact of landfill emissions in the short term is grossly underestimated — methane is 72 
times more potent than CO2 over a 20-year time frame. 

• New policies are needed to fund and expand climate change mitigation strategies such as 
waste reduction, reuse, recycling, composting, and extended producer responsibility. Policy 
incentives are also needed to create locally-based materials recovery jobs and industries. 

www.stoptrashingtheclimate.org 

Stop Trashing the Climate 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RecycleMania Waste Minimization Competition: 

ACUPCC Near-Term Commitment 

      
http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org www.recyclemaniacs.org/ 
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G. WASTE MINIMIZATION 

Participate in the Waste Minimization component of the national RecycleMania 
competition, and adopt 3 or more associated measures to reduce waste. 
To achieve this option, signatories must participate in the Waste Minimization 

component of RecycleMania.  

      
http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org 

* To capture the GHG reductions achieved as a result of these waste 
reduction activities, signatories who undertake this tangible action 
option are encouraged to include emissions from waste disposal in their 
GHG inventory. 



FISCAL / ADMINISTRATIVE 
   Create accrual mechanisms to use savings in disposal costs to fund further waste reduction initiatives 
   Create an office supplies exchange on campus 
   Establish a system to review and approve placement of new campus trash containers 
   Incorporate information into new employee and/or new student orientation programs 
   Recognize roles in relevant staff job descriptions (administrative assistants, purchasing officials, and building proctors) 
   Create and promote ways to report wasteful practices and offer suggestions for waste reduction 

OFFICE PROCEDURES 
   Create an opt-out registry for unwanted bulk mail  
   Encourage the cancellation of unnecessary or duplicate subscriptions 
   Promote inter-office reusable envelopes for campus mail  
   Reuse and/or redistribute packing materials from central stores  
   Create mailroom stamp or stickers encouraging participation 
   Promoting the use of printer settings and paper reduction software (e.g. GreenPrint) 

PAPER REDUCTION 
   Replace distribution of hard copy telephone directories with online resources; 
   Assess and implement replacement of distribution of hard copies wherever possible 
   Implement campus printing initiatives which prohibit or discourage unlimited printing in computer labs and copy rooms 

PURCHASING 
   Purchase office equipment and furniture from campus surplus department  
   Work with vendors to reduce transportation packaging and “take-back” procedures 
   Prohibit or discourage non-recyclable (bright, dark, or plastic-coated) paper 

DINING  / FOOD CONCESSIONS 
   Offer discounts or other incentives for using reusable mugs in campus dining operations 
   Create an action plan for better materials management  
   Use bulk condiment dispensers instead of single serving packages in dining operations 
  Implement materials management improvements in "grab & go" dining operations 

      

ACUPCC : RecycleMania Waste Minimization 



Design For Diversion: 
Campus Building Standards 

http://fm.colorado.edu/construction/standards/v2007/arch/documents/appendix-7.pdf 



Landfill and Diversion
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       Zero Waste Events  





  80-90% diversion  

  No public trash cans  

  ~ 25 attended zero waste stations  

  All recyclable or compostable packaging 

  concession contract requirements (5 points) 

  Portion control, bulk condiments, souvenir cups 

  Finished compost returned to CU 

  Fry oil refined locally  
  Scoreboard visuals/press box announcements 



  Closed-Loop 
opportunities 

  Local market 
development 



www.a1organics.com 





21 



       Applied Academics 
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Advocacy! 



  Shared Responsibility 
  Accurate Economics  
  Balances a Triple Bottom-Line 
  Cornerstone of Climate Action Plans 
  Emphasis on Precycling 
  Design for Diversion 
  High Diversion 
  Highest and Best Use 
  Preference for Environmentally Preferable Products 
  Instilled Zero Waste Awareness and Education 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http://www.grrn.org/campus/index.html 

Setting Course 

What policies on sustainable resource management will be required ? 

Shifting Financial Incentives 

What subsidies for waste and pollution should be avoided on campus?  Boycotted from campus? 

What green practices should be “procotted” on campus and around town? 

Advanced Recovery 

What new materials can be recovered through reuse, recycling or composting? 

Clean Production 

How can campus operations be less toxic and more resource efficient? 

Consumer Education 

What campaigns are ripe for staff and studentconsumer education and product take-back? 

Bricks and Morter 

What campus and/or community centers are needed for total recovery— 
reuse, recycling and composting, material exchange, and education 

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs 

Where are the jobs for college grads and how do they get them? 

Participate in National Survey 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/campuszerowaste 



RESOURCES 

American College University President’s Climate Commitment  www. aashe.org  
College and University Recycling Council   www.nrc-recycle.org/curc 
CU’s Blueprint for a Green Campus   http://ecenter.colorado.edu/blueprint06/  
Eco-Pledge     http://www.ecopledge.com/ 
Eco-Products     www.ecoproducts.com 
Electronic Product Eval. & Assess. Tool   http://www.epeat.net/ 
Environmental Paper Network    http://www.environmentalpaper.org/ 
EPA WARM  model    http://www.epa.gov/climatechange 
EPA WasteWise College University Campaign   http://www.epa.gov/wastewise/targeted/colleges/cu_index.htm 
Grassroots Recycling Network: Campus Zero Waste  http://www.grrn.org/campus/index.html 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)  http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=220 
Opt-Out Registry and other Junk Mail Reduction   http://www.newdream.org/ 
RecycleMania!     www.recyclemaniacs.org/ 
Recycling Organizations of North America (RONA)  http://www.recyclingorganizations.org 
Toolkit for Soft Drink Contract Revision   http://www.nrc-recycle.org/curcprojects 
University of Colorado Recycling Services   www.colorado.edu/recycle  
Zero Waste Alliance    http://www.zerowaste.org/ 
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